
Commission for Energy Use and Climate Change 
Meeting Minutes 
January 11, 2017 
Tufts Administration Building, 167 Holland St., Somerville, MA 
 
Attendees: 
Hodge, Joshua – Commissioner 
Johnston, Eliza – Commissioner  
Moore, Stephen – Commissioner 
Wood, Julie – Commissioner   
Sellers-Garcia, Oliver – (member ex-officio) Director of Office of Sustainability and 
Environment 
Payne, Hannah – Staff, Office of Sustainability and Environment 
Jerrad Pierce 
Ramon Bueno 
Mary Mangan 
Jocelyn Newhouse 
Ross Collins 
Jacob Kramer 
Anthony Lucivero 
Kelsey Sullivan 
Michelle Melton 
Victoria Gasidlo 
Rashaan Keeton 
Fritz Holznagel 
Ian Schneider 
Malcolm Cummings 
Gabriel Marty 
Gideon Katsh 
Isabel Kaubisch 
Andrea Yoder 
Stephen Treat 
Danielle Choi 
Cody Wero 
Gerrett Anderson 
Tim Houde 
Carlos Greaves 
Randi Soltysiak 
 

Review and adopt the minutes from the December 7, 2016 meeting 

 Approved 
 

Update on Somerville High School 

 Building committee meetings reviewed 80 items for possible cuts to accommodate budget 



 Mayor argued for removal of the parking garage from the plan which was ultimately adopted and will 
avoid most of the projected cost overrun.   

 Many of the sustainability elements did remain due to savings from the elimination of the parking 
garage. No more “green” elements added in. 

 The goal is still for the building to transition off of fossil fuels, but the design is not net zero now. 

 Current design is “solar ready” structurally-speaking, but need to know how much roof space will be 
available.  

 Solar implementation would be completed post-school construction because of funding mechanism 
from state for school construction funding 

 School planned to have partial cooling, not full cooling 

 City can bring on a third party (not architect or owner’s rep) consultant to do a more targeted energy 
study for the building and for the future of the building, likely to be in FY2018. 

 Action item: Commission will review goals for the school building that the Commission came up 
with over the summer at the February meeting to get better clarity on next steps for advocacy on 
future building design process  

 MSBA may not be open to too many changes on the design, can be a difficult process to navigate 
 

Climate Change Plan 

 RFP for climate change plan will be released on the week of January 16th.   

 Draft scope of services has been shared with the Commission, but not the full RFP  
o City will be taking more hands-on role in comparison to GHG assessment and vulnerability 

assessment 
o Consultant will provide technical experts on developing projects and policy initiatives, 

developing communication materials (websites, docs, infographics, etc.) 
o City will be the lead on the direct community engagement 
o City will also do goal setting with the community 

 RFP will be open for a month with pre-proposal conference on 2/1 

 City starting to think about how they are going to structure stakeholder engagement 

 CEUCC will be a main stakeholder 

 Process may involve setting up working groups after the visioning process is complete 

 Vulnerability assessment due out in March – together with the GHG studies these will serve as the 
baseline for the climate change plan 

 GHG inventory available on City website, carbon emissions modeling not yet on the web 

 City doing a lot on regional coordination – Metro-Mayors, partnerships and regular communication 
with Boston, Cambridge, Medford 

 Plan going to be primarily focused on near-term (5 years) although will also deal with longer-term 

 Consultant will be selected by internal city committee – normal RFP process 
 AECOM did a workshop for City staff on carbon-neutrality pathways today and about 60 city staff 

were in attendance.  Presented some ambitious solutions on the pathways to carbon neutrality and the 
barriers to getting there.  

 Recommendations to Scope of Services/ Process 
o Include a longer timeframe- maybe 2070 to match with vulnerability analysis 



o Good understanding of state energy policy, de-carbonization options 
o Visioning could be done in conjunction with spring ResiStat meeting  

 

Update on Solarize 

 115 residents, 589.8 kW 

 Somerville will get a donated solar unit! Likely for a local non-profit 

 4.9 kw/household was average – small relative to bordering communities due to smaller roofs and 
lower energy demand in smaller living spaces 

 Thank you to Mary Mangan for doing an excellent job on leading the Solarize effort!   

 Housing division going to do an analysis on all the Solarize data which will be presented at their 
February meeting, will also have info go up on SustainaVille page 

 All resources developed will remain available on the website 

 $2.88/kW = base price 

 All of the systems were purchased, no PPAs 

 Solar loan may have helped push people toward ownership, also small size systems may not have 
been eligible for PPAs 

 
Renewable/electric heating and utilities 

 Commission expressed concerns about MassSave encouraging transition to natural gas as a “green” 
option 

 Carbon Neutral Cities Alliance-funded multi-city program on renewable thermal will have a kick-off 
meeting next month. 

 Next Step Living was good about pushing heat pumps but they are out of business now. 

 Lots of conflicts with state policy/regs/codes on this issue  

 Heating system investments were highlighted as very important in the carbon neutrality study – 
noting that what we invest in today will be here until 2050 

 
Community Path 

 Tabled until next meeting 
 

Community outreach 

 Hannah meeting with other city agencies to discuss coordination with climate outreach and other 
ongoing events 

 Still working on connections to schools, have made some initial conversations 

 Possibly doing some Earth Day events – should discuss at the next meeting in some detail  

 Really want to focus a lot of outreach energy around the climate adaptation plan, may limit bandwidth 
of city leading many other events 

 Tidy St project – documented energy use house to house with public art project 

 “House party” information sessions – maybe overlap with Open Studios – Hannah interested in 
pursuing  

 



Community choice aggregation 

 There was a big delay, has to do with the way Eversource has been doing aggregation, DPU not 
moving forward until Eversource changes their methods to comply with the statute, all on hold until 
this is straightened out at DPU 

 Somerville still waiting on our approval 
 

Any and all business before the Commission  

 Commission to meet with Mayor when we have a full commission 
 


